
6:30 I CALL TO ORDER
6:30 II APPROVAL OF AGENDA
6:30 III CONSENT AGENDA 

A.

IV STAFF UPDATE
V REGULAR MEETING

6:35 B.
6:55 C.

VI NOTICES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
7:15 D.

1

7:20 VII ADJOURNMENT

Approval of Park Commission Minutes from 6-2-2020

The City of Dayton's mission is to promote a thriving community and to provide residents with a 
safe and pleasant place to live while preserving our rural character, creating connections to our 

natural resources, and providing customer service that is efficient, fiscally responsible, and 
responsive.

Next Park Commission Meeting

AGENDA
CITY OF DAYTON, MINNESOTA

12260 So. Diamond Lake Road, Dayton, MN 55327
Tuesday, August 4, 2020

To Participate in the Meeting, Please see www.cityofdaytonmn.com Calendar for Zoom Invitation.

These routine or previously discussed items are 
enacted with one motion. Minutes can be approved by 
those absent from meeting.

REGULAR MEETING OF THE PARKS COMMISSION: 6:30 P.M.

Donahue Dells Park - Review of Concept Plans
Review Park Amenities List

Parks Meeting Tentatively Scheduled for 9/1/2020. 
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MINUTES OF THE JUNE 2, 2020 PARKS COMMISSION MEETING 
CITY OF DAYTON, MINNESOTA 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER at 6:30 PM 
 
Present: Park Commission Members: Chair: David Fashant, Doug Baines, David Kline (remote), 
Jack Prom 
Absent:  Jack Jacobs 
City Council Members Present:  Jon Mellberg 
Also, in attendance: Planner, Alec Henderson; Public Works Superintendent, Marty Farrell  
 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
Prom motioned to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Baines  Motion 
carried. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
A. Approval of Parks Commission Minutes from 05-05-2020 
 
Prom motioned to approve the consent agenda as read, seconded by Baines.  Motion 
carried. 
 

V. OPEN FORUM 
 
No one present for open forum.  

 
VI. STAFF UPDATES 

 
Farrell updated the Commission on the sunflower planting on Balsam Lane and Leathers 
Park.  Announced there was parks pre-construction meeting and construction will begin 
on June 8.  Farrell met with the DNR on the boat landing. 
 

VII. REGULAR MEETING 
 
B. Review Park Amenities List 

Kline explained how the excel spreadsheet was organized.  Kline asked the 
Commission how they would like to populate the cost estimate and draw columns.  
He asked if they would like to discuss it at the meeting or research as a homework 
assignment.   
 
Baines stated he did not see the need of putting cost estimates at this time because 
it changes so much. Farrell stated he would like to see cost estimates as a guide.  
Mellberg suggested there could be a cost range. Fashant recommended a cost 
estimate or range using dollar signs as a guide. Farrell suggested $ is under 
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$10,000, $$ is $10,000 - $50,000, and $$$ is $50,000 and over. Prom stated he 
would like to see the costs of implemented items. Farrell stated he can get the 
majority of estimates done by the August meeting.    
 
Kline asked for feedback on the draw column. Farrell suggested a City survey.  Kline 
stated he is comfortable doing a survey on the City website and social media but 
would like to see 100-200 responses. Fashant stated he would like to see the 
Commission rank them first to refine the list and then send it out for survey. Mellberg 
stated Paul Kangas may have some data regarding popularity and need of 
amenities. Kline requested that Commissioners rank the draw column and come 
back together to compare. He stated that once this is complete, the City will have a 
tool to use when parks are developed. Fashant stated this document is valuable 
because it identifies what the City has and what the City has options for obtaining.  
Kline asked that Commissioners send the ranking to Henderson by July 10.     
 

C. Donahue Dells Park – Outreach and Improvements Recommendation 
 

Farrell stated the City sent out a survey to the Donahue Dells neighborhood in 2015. 
At that time, the City was unable to make improvements. Since then, Farrell said the 
City has received more interest from the neighborhood about a new playground and 
other improvements. The City resurveyed the neighborhood and received 27 replies.   
He stated there is general consensus within the neighborhood in support of updated 
play equipment. Some residents also would like to see the pond cleaned up and 
possibly a gazebo and additional picnic tables. Farrell stated he is looking for 
guidance from the Commission regarding improvements in this park.   
 
Kline stated the playground looks good with the exception of the swings.  He would 
like to see benches and trash receptacles installed.  Fashant stated the swing set 
and playground should be replaced. Farrell stated once you replace a part of the 
playground, the rest needs to be ADA compliant, so it is better to replace the entire 
structure.  Kline stated he would like to see educational signs about the pond and 
habitat.  Baines supports as new playground and would like to make sure there are 
picnic table pads and adequate shade. Farrell stated he would take the input and ask 
Kangas to create a concept plan.   

 
VIII. NOTICES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

D. Next Park Commission Meeting 
1. Next Park Commission Meeting Tentatively Scheduled for 08-03-2020 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Baines motioned to adjourn, seconded by Prom.  Motion carried. 

 
Adjournment at 7:32 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Shari Kunza 
Recording Secretary 
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc 



  Meeting Date: 08-04-2020 
  Item: V - B 

 

ITEM: 
Donahue Dells Park – Review of Concept Plans 
 
PREPARED BY:  
Alec Henderson, Planner 
 
PRESENTER:  
Martin Farrell 
 
BACKGROUND: 
At the June 2nd Parks Commission meeting, the Commission discussed the survey of the 
Donahue Dells residents regarding the upgrade of the park. The Commission requested that 
staff research layouts which upgraded the equipment and also highlighted the pond area and 
natural amenities of the park. Paul Kangas took the feedback of the residents, commission, and 
staff to come up with two concept plans.  
 
CONCEPT PLANS: 
 
Option A is a simple circular play area with an external loop and a small seating/overlook 
feature on the north side against the storm pond. It is located so that minimal earthwork would 
be required, but the seat wall on the northern edge could act as a small retaining wall if 
necessary. Trails extend to the NNE and S, but either of the two easterly access points could be 
considered optional. 
 
Option B is a more meandering and slightly bigger play area. An oval shaped overlook/seating 
area is again located on the north edge against the storm pond. Trail connections could occur at 
a wide variety of locations, but are intended to merge with the small loop that would form the 
inner edge of the play container. A secondary, optional play element could be located farther 
west as shown by the dashed oval. 
 
Both options allow for the protection of most of the existing trees, however, a few in the middle 
of the park, closest to the storm pond would be removed to allow room for improvements.  
 
As access to the pond is limited, an actual deck, overlook, or raised feature is impractical. The 
Pond is not large enough to serve a recreational function, however, seating is proposed in both 
options to allow enjoyment of the pond.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
Staff would like to hold discussion with the Park Commission about the two concept plans to 
determine the direction of the Donahue Dells Park improvements.   
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Donahue Dells Concept A 
Donahue Dells Concept B.  
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